T4 to T3 and to decrease the metabolic clearance rate (MCR) of T4, resulting in higher serum T4 levels and decreased serum T3 concentrations (Amico et al. 1984; Borowski et al. 1985; . During the first weeks of treatment, basal serum FSH levels increase and the TSH response to TRH is also stimulated (Burger et al. 1976 ). In chronically treated patients, however, low basal TSH levels with blunted response to TRH are frequently found . In order to study this point, we investigated the effect of amiodarone on basal and I RH-stimulated serum TSH concentrations in T3-treated hypothyroid patients.
Subjects and Methods
Informed consent was obtained from 7 patients with primary hypothyroidism ( (96.5 nmol/1) was 5.6% and for T3 (1.87 nmol/1) 7.5%.
For the free hormone determination the cv were: intra-assay cv for free T, (20.9 pmol/1) 3.3% and for free T3 (2.67 pmol/1) 5.9%; the inter-assay cv for free T4 (18.0 pmol/1) was 5.8% and for free T3 (6.0 pmol/1) 6.6%
Statistics
Comparisons among pairs of values were performed using the Student's paired i-test (Snedecor 1964 (Felicetta et al. 1980) . Such a mechanism would result in a slight decrease in T3 metabolism, similar to what has been found for T4. This should be measurable by a decreased MCR of T3 which, in earlier experiments, was not significantly affected (Meese et al. 1985) .
